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Event : FEBRUARY 2nd.
February 2nd is always an occasion for Spirltan
gatherings, to commemorate Fr. Libermann. But do
we do enough to make him known, and to make our
Spirltan life known?
Actually, more and more, in the various Provinces
and Districts, one can see a desire to share our
Spiritan . life with others. And there Is talk of "new
forms of membership". There have been 'open house'
activities in Holland, America and elsewhere. Leaflets
and pamphlets on the Congregation are in demand.
Whlle not being in a position to record all that
is being done in the Congregation in this line, we
give an example here of one such initiative: Pentecost
Week 1980 at Rue Lhomond, as recorded in the
French Province's bulletin Province et . Mission,
June 1980. The 'fortress', as some have referred
to the Mother House In Paris, opened its doors for
the week before Pentecost, with an all-night festival
on the eve. This is the second year that it was
done, and even the older members of the community
have been pleased with the results.

Pentecost 1980 at Rue Lhomond
"Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation under heaven" (Acts 2: 5). The
Rue Lhomond community did not lock itself in an upper
room to await the coming of the Holy Spirit, but rather
went out to meet people: the nearby parishioners, Catholics
from different backgrounds, immigrants, Latin Americans,
people who pass our door regularly without ever meeting us.

On Monday 19 May, In the church of Saint-Medard,
at the bottom of the Rue Mouffetard, the young Spiritans
from Clamart and the Spiritan Sisters from Saint-Mande
led us in prayers for vocations. To set out for Africa
still makes sense. We are called to meet those of different
cultures, though Mission is everywhere, including here in
France. A Gabonese Spiritan reminded us that a Catholic,
a missionary, cannot feel out of place in another Church
and that he has something to contribute to it. But an
effort must be made to meet others on their own terms.
On Tuesday 20 May, at Saint-Etienne-du-Mont, the
community of young Spiritans from Vanves joined young
people from the parish and the troupe of Fr. Guy de Fatto,
of the Prado Society, for a 'Gospel Night', in which the
Gospel story was presented in song and dance.

On Wednesday 21 May, we held a vigil with the
Focolarl in our own chapel. It was the first time that
we were meeting this group with its strong sense of community. Men and women of different occupations gave
their individual testimonies, telling of how God had called
them to give their love to the poor.
On Thursday 22 May, the prayer in the chapel was
led by our Latin American friends (from Chile, Nicaragua,
Guatemala, Peru and Brazil). A Salesian priest reminded
us that the Latin American Church has always had its
martyrs. A Chilean musician, an unbeliever, sang: "Thanks
to life, which has given us everything." A Nicaraguan
layman, studying theology, spoke of •his plans to animate
basic communities on his return to his country.
On Friday 23 May, there was an African vigil, at
which a priest from Centrafrica told of his vocation, after
going to a junior seminary as an unbaptized son of a
polygamous family. Some Congolese students spoke of
their need for a meeting place. For the past few years
the Rue Lhomond community has from time to time
allowed groups from the Congo, Cameroon, Mauritius and
the West Indies to hold receptions in the house, in spite
of inconvenience to the community.
Finally, during the whole of the night preceding Pentecost Sunday, after the vigil Mass, there was a bonfire
in the courtyard of the Mother House, with 80 performers
of 14 nationalities animating the proceedings - a true
festival, African-style. The Blessed Sacrament was exposed
in the crypt of the chapel,
and those who wished
prayed there for a while,
with the sounds from the
courtyard in the background. Coffee and soft
drinks were offered in the
dining-room, where many
chatted and put questions
about our life and work.
More than 1,000 people
visited the community
that night, and it was with
some regret that we parted
at dawn. We had opened
our doors and our hearts
to those of the neighbourhood; and it was a
On the eve of Pentecost 1979, groups
good way to welcome the
of itinerant musicians went round the
Holy Spirit.
Jean CR/AUD, C.S.Sp.

cafes and restaurants of the Rue
Mouffetard area, inviting people to
the bonfire at Rue Lllqmond and leaving
this written Invitation on the tab/es.

Documentation : WAS OUR RECENT GENERAL CHAPTER THE 15th ?
It had not been the tradition in the Congregation to give General Chapters a number, and, when this year
the Information Service headed its speclal issue on the Chapter with the title 'Fifteenth C.S.Sp. General Chapter',
there were some queries as to how the figure was arrived at. It was even mentioned that the figure seemed
low for a Congregation founded In 1703.

The first Chapter: 1875 or 1853?

a

The Notes et Documents relatifs
l'Histoire de la
Congregation (NOH), p. 90, mentions, for 16 Aug. 1875,
the "opening, at Chevilly, of the first General Chapter, whose
main purpose is to examine the Constitutions prepared by
the Very Rev. Fr. Schwindenhammer.
The cap/tu/ants
number 33".
If this is accepted as the first General Chapter, then
the 1980 Chapter would actually be the 14th, but we have
preferred to go back a bit further and count the 1853
General Assembly as the first meeting in the Congregation
that would merit the name of General Chapter.
For 2 Oct. 1853, NOH (p. 77) has the following entry:
"General Assembly in the form of a Chapter, at NotreDame-du-Gard, near Amiens, with 28 members taking part.
The •Reg/ements constftutifs ' of 1849 are approved as well
as a schema for new Rules, dealing with the practice of
religious life, community life, the admission of Brothers, the
adoption of a distinctive habit, and various directives concerning internal organization. "
In a 30-page circular letter dated 25 March 1854
(Lettres Circulaires, No. 2), Fr. Schwindenhammer gives
an account of this assembly, which he calls a "General
Meeting, in the form of a Chapter". He admits that the
Chapter was "neither foreseen nor prepared in advance ".
It was an "improvisation ": "It was only towards the end
of the retreat that preceded this general assembly that the
idea came to me, as a sort of sudden inspiration, occasioned,
no doubt, by the sight of the large number of confreres
present. Never in the history of the Congregation had

such a large meeting been seen ... All sections of our
little society were represented by one or more members":
Notre-Dame-du-Gard, Paris, Bordeaux, seven missionaries
from Africa, the superior of Bourbon and Mauritius, and the
superior of Cayenne - "a total of 29 members" (not 28,
as above).. . "The business meetings were held over four
days: 3-6 Oct.". The account of these given by Fr. Schwindenhammer makes it clear that he looked upon the assembly
as a General Chapter though, as the Rules made no
prescription for General Chapters, he allowed all confreres
present to participate fully, "without attention to rank or
dignity or years of membership".
The list of those present, appended to the letter, is
headed: "Names of the Fathers who took part in the General
Chapter of Oct. 1853". One might say that canonically it
was not a General Chapter because it had not been
promulgated in advance as such and delegates were not
elected, but for practical purposes it can be considered as
the first C.S.Sp. General Chapter. The number of those
taking part (29) was exactly a quarter of the total membership of the Congregation at the time (116, including
49 Brothers) - a larger proportion than that of any subsequent Chapter.
One might also ask: "What about the election of
Fr. Schwindenhammer, not to mention that of Fr. Libermann
and all the Superiors General before him? They were
indeed elected, but the mode of election hardly seems to
warrant the term 'General Chapter', as we shall see from
a consideration of each case, below.

The 15 General Chapters
If we accept 1853 as the first, the 15 Gener.al
Chapters are as follows (the dates exclude preparatory retreats):
1) 1853 (2-6 Oct.)
At Notre-Dame-du-Gard. 29 capitulants (a quarter
of the 116 members). Approval of the 1849 ' Reglements '.
2) 1875 (16 Aug.-3 Sept.)

5) 1892 (29 Aug.-2 Sept.)
45 capitulants. " Examination of various questions
concerning the Congregation" (~en. Bull. 1891-93,
p. 568). No election for Superior General, the rule
at this time being that a Superior General was elected
for life (or until he retired), though a General Chapter
would be held ten years after he came to office.

33 capitulants (1115th of the membership).
Approval of .the new Constitutions. Confirmation, by
vote, of the three (out of six) General Councillors
who had been named by the General Council to
replace those who had died since the last election of
10 Feb. 1853 (General Bulletin 1874-77, p. 564).

At the Orly novitiate. 54 capitulants. Mgr. Alexandre
Le Roy elected 15th Superior General on 24 May,
with 32/54 votes on the third ballot, succeeding
Fr. Emonet, who had resigned on 17 Oct. 1895 because
of ill health. For the first time, Commissions (five of
them) made their appearance in the Chapter procedure. Each subsequent Chapter would have Commissions to study major areas such as Constitutions,
Formation, Missions and Finance.

3) 1881 (27-30 Aug.)
32 capitLilants (1118th of the membership).
Fr. Frederic Le Vavasseur elected 13th Superior
General on 28 Aug ., with 29 out of 32 votes on the
first ballot, succeeding Fr. Schwindenhammer, who
had died on 6 March. Elections were also held
for all six Councillors.
4) 1882 (26-28 Aug.)
32 capitulants (20 present and 12 voting ' in
absentia' by letter). Fr. Ambroise Emonet elected
14th Superior General on 26 Aug., with 30/32 votes
on the first ballot, succeeding Fr. Le Vavasseur, who
had died on 16 Jan. Two Councillors were elected to
fill vacancies on the Council. (In all subsequent
Chapters there would be full elections to all places
on the General Council, even when there was no
election of a Superior General.)
2

6) 1896 (23-31 May)

7) 1906 (22 July-9 Aug.)
49 capitulants. Mgr. Le Roy offered his resignation but it was unanimously refused. New Rules
and Constitutions were approved, as well as a ' General
Directory for the Missions '. The term of office for
Superiors General was fixed at 12 years.
8) 1919 (31 Aug.-11 Sept.)
43 capitulants. The Chapter was held a year late
because of World War I. Mgr. Le Roy re-elected
with 32/39- votes' on the first ballot.
9) 1926 (25-31 July)
60 capitulants. Mgr. Louis Le Hunsec elected
16th Superior General on 26 July, with 53/58 votes

DID YOU KNOW?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The first three Superiors General of the Congregation were aged, respectively, 24, 26 and 25 at the time
of taking office .
There were never more than seven electors for any of the Superiors General before Fr. Libermann.
Until 1906 the Superiors General were elected for life; from 1906, for 12 years; and from 1968, for 6 years.
All the General Chapters were held at Chevilly except three: the 1853 Chapter at Notre-Dame-du-Gard,
the 1896 Chapter at the Orly novitiate, and the first session of the 1968-69 Chapter in Rome.
In the decade preceding 1875, Brothers outnumbered Fathers.
In 1873, of 422 Spiritans, there were
230 Brothers and 192 Fathers.
It was only in 1968, after more than a century, that the Brothers were given the right to vote and to have
Brothers as Chapter delegates.
There have been nearly 13,000 Spiritans in all since 1703. In the 145 years before the 'Fusion' in 1848,
there were only about 70 full members of the Congregation. In the year of the Fusion they numbered 18,
while there were . 34 priests and 28 Brothers in the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart.

13) 1968-69

on the second ballot, following the resignation of
Mgr. Le Roy, which had been accepted by Propaganda
Fide on 2 July. (Mgr. Le Roy resigned because of
failing health, but lived for a further 12 years, dying
at the age of 84 on 21 April 1938, shortly before the
In accepting the
General Chapter of that year.)
election of Mgr. Le Hunsec, the Holy See requested
that in future Superiors General should not be chosen
from among the Bishops in the Congregation.

First Session: Rome (9 Sept.-15 Nov. 1968).
109 capitulants. Chapter for updating the Congregation in the light of Vatican II. Abp. Lefebvre offered
his resignation to facilitate this process. After a vote
against the Superior General presiding over the Central
Commission, he left the Chapter on 11 Sept., returning
only to give an address on 30 Sept., to introduce
Card. Agagianian on 28 Oct., and for the papal
audience on 11 Nov. Fr. Joseph Lecuyer elected
19th Superior General on 29 Oct., for a six-year term,
with 75/105 votes on the third ballot.
Second Session: Chevilly (16 July-10 Sept. 1969).
107 capitulants.
Preparation of CDD document
(Directives and Decisions).

10) 1938 (24-31 July)
68 capitulants and 4 observers. Mgr. Le Hunsec
re-elected on 25 July, with 49/68 votes on the first
ballot. Modifications to the Constitutions were adopted,
and approval was given for the • Coutumier General'.
11) 1950
82 capitulants.
17th Superior General
on the third ballot.
12) 1962

(24 July-5 Aug.)
Fr. Francis Griffin elected
on 26 July, with 46/82 votes

14) 1974 (1 Aug.-12 Sept.)
77 capitulants. Fr. Frans Timmermans elected
20th Superior General on 6 Sept., with 56/76 votes
on the third ballot. Preparation of document Guidelines
for Animation.

(24 July-13 Aug.)

75 capitulants. Mgr. Marcel Lefebvre elected
18th Superior General on 26 July, with 53/75 votes
on the second ballot. (A response from the Holy
See, 7 June 1962, recalled the canonical requirement
of a two-thirds majority for the election of a Bishop.)

15) 1980 (3-31 July)
73 capitulants and 14 observers. Fr. Timmermans
re-elected on 26 July, with 69/71 votes on the first
ballot. Preparation of document Spiritan Life.

The previous Superiors General
1) Fr. Claude Poullart des Places. Founded the Congregation on 27 May 1703, at the age of 24, while still
a seminarian 1 • Died on 2 Oct. 1709.
2) Fr. Jacques Gamier. Aged 26. Designated by Fr. Des
Places as his successor. There seems to have been only
one other member of the Society at the time (Fr. Vincent
Le Barbier), though there were 72 seminarians in the
Seminary. Died March 1710.
3) Fr. Louis Boule. Chosen, at the age of 25, by the
seven oldest seminarians - who were not even Spiritans.
(Fr. Le Barbier was absent, in Brittany, where he died two
months later). "In their triennal inquiry whether a new
Superior ought to be elected, his confreres no less than
seventeen times declared themselves satisfied with his
rule" (Koren, The Spiritans, p. 19). In 1734 there were
five members of the Society. Died 2 Jan. 1763.
4) Fr. Fran,;:ois Becquet. Elected 4 Feb. 1763 by the
6 members of the Society (counting himself) 2 • In 1766
he took the title •Superior General'. Died 28 Oct. 1788.

5) Fr. Jean-Marie Duflos. Elected 6 Nov. 1788 by 6 members
(counting himself). Died 28 Feb. 1805, after seeing the
Seminary suppressed by the Revolutionary Government on
28 Aug. 1792, and the buildings confiscated and sold.
6) Fr. Jacques Bertout. Qn the death of Fr. Duclos,
Fr. Bertout was not elected Superior, but became • de
facto' Superior because he was the only one willing to
work for the reconstruction of the Society. After the
canonical recognition of the Society by Propaganda Fide
in 1924, he was elected Superior on 16 July 1826 by
the 7 members (counting himself). Died 10 Dec. 1832.
(From 1817 to 1832 the Society had trained 97 priests.)
1
Traditionally the date of foundation has been given as
20 May, but this was due to an error in calculating the date
of Pentecost in 1703. Pentecost Sunday that_ year was 27 May
(cf. Koren, p. 10).
2
This expression does not mean that he voted for himself,
but merely that he was one of the members.

***~**-k-1rit**.........***...**1il"'i'...******tttt*1nH--tr***...........***tt-lrlr******......*..................**1rlrlc**.......****..........***-lrlrlr**.........**....,......****tt•tt••····••tttt••·-lrlrlr•·.........••...~··....................
roulDINl!R

:j•r
ii 1
~!

TW.UNll
UGUAT
• POULLART DH PLACl5

'IIECQUIT

Ii l°AINl~lt
, yaou\c

,,..

;

1750

,ounos

i

t

t•tRTOUf

1• 1•

MONNlT

LIHIMANN
KKWINDlNHiUAMllt

1150

ll KUNSlC

Ir

9U VAVASHUI

'l

1M0Nn
'Ll ROT

,too

i

I ! u~u;,:MIRMANS

eLIFUYltl

....
3

7) Fr. Amable Fourdinier. Elected 25 Dec. 1832 by the
3 members (counting himself). Died 5 Jan. 1845.
8) Fr. Nicolas Warnet. None of the 4 members wished
to accept the superiorship, but Fr. Warnet accepted to be
interim Superior until arrangemen_ts could be made f<:>r
Fr. Leguay, Vicar General of PerpIgnan, to be brought in
as Superior. His election was signed on 7 Jan. 1845 by
3 members (including himself) and he resigned on 28 April
that year.
9) Fr. Alexandre Leguay.
Elected 29 April 1845 by
4 members (not counting himself, as he had not been a
member, though he had lived in the community for four
years before becoming Vicar General of Perpignan In 1842).
Resigned 2 March 1848.
10) Fr. Alexandre Monnet. Elected 2 March 1848 by
6 members (counting himself). Unlike Frs. Fourdinier and
Leguay, he was in favour of a fusion with Fr. Libermann's
Congregation. This was approved · by Propaganda Fide
in a decree of 26 Sept. 1848. Fr. Monnet was named
Vicar Apostolic of Madagascar on 3 Oct. and resigned as
Superior General on 22 Nov. 1848.

11) Fr. Francis Libermann. Elected 23 Nov. 1848 by
10 out of 11 votes (4 from the older Congregation and 7,
including his own, from the younger). Died 2 Feb. 1852.
12) Fr. Ignace Schwindenhammer. Elected 10 Feb. 1853
by 12 out of 13 votes. Like the preceding ones, this
election does not seem to warrant the name of General
Chapter as, though all the members in France were invited
to take part, only the Paris community did so, along with
Fr. F. Le Vavasseur, superior of the community of NotreDame-du-Gard. In a circular letter afterwards, Fr. Schwindenhammer regretted that the Bordeaux community was
not represented.
R. QUESNEL
Sources: To avoid encumbering the text, most references have
been omitted, but the main sources used have been: Notes et
Documents relat/fs
l'hlstoire de la Congregation, Paris 1917;
La Congregation du Saint-Esprit (Notices Biographiques), Limbour,
Paris 1909; Lettres Circulalres; C. F. Poul/art des Places, Le Floch,
Paris 1915; C. F. Poul/art des Places, Michel, Paris 1962; The
Spiritans, Koren, Pittsburgh 1958; the General Bulletins of the
Congregation; and the minutes of .Chapters.
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NE W S
Generalate Team
•
From 14 Dec. to 10 Jan., Fr. DE BOER was in
Belgium, Holland, France an<;! Germany.
e Fr. GENERAL and Fr. TRACHTLER took part in the
German Provincial Chapter from 2 to 6 Jan.
•
The next plenary meetings of the General Council
will be held from 9 to 19 March. Several members
ofthe Generalate Team will be absent in the meantime:
- Fr. GROSS, 18 Jan.-23 Feb. (France, Kenya,
Malawi, Zambia, Tanzania);
·
- Fr. DALY, 20 Jan.-24 Feb. (Gambia, Sierra Leone,
Ghana);
- Fr. EZEONYIA, 1() Dec.-25 Feb. (Nigeria, Gambia,
Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, Tc1,nzania);
- Fr. TRACHTLER, 20 Dec.-7 March (Germany,
Puerto Rico, Brazil, U.S.A.);
- Fr. BEVAN, 11 Jan .-16 Feb. (Puerto Rico, U.S.A.);
- Fr. 10RRES NEIVA is waiting for his visa to
go to Angola.

Spiritan Meetings
•
The German Provincial Chapter was held at Knechtsteden
from 1 to 6 Jan., and that of Angola will be held at
Huambo from 28 Jan. to 6 Feb.
•
The Major Superiors of North America met ·in Puerto
Rico from 12 to 14 Jan., and those of West Africa at
Banjul from 21 to 24 Jan. Those of East Africa will meet
at Magamba (Tanzania) from 17 to 19 Feb., and those of
Central Africa at Brazzaville from 26 to 27 Feb.
•
The general assembly of Spiritans in Br~zil (more than
100 confreres in six Districts) will be held in Sao Paulo
from 26 to 30 Jan.
•
The annual meeting of the Spiritan Studies Group
was held in •Rome from 29 to 31 Dec.

Spain
Fr. GENERAL and Fr. TORRES NEIVA visited the
Province of Spain from 27 Nov. to 8 Dec.
A young Province (1969), with mainly young confreres
(average age 35), the Province of Spain has undeniable
vitality and striking values, such as a simple lifestyle, a
real spirit of poverty, and stress on community life, the
Founders, coresponsibility and insertion in the local Church.
But it is precisely this newness of the Province that gives
rise to problems, because of the small number of confreres, mostly in formation, and the amount of work to be
done. And it is difficult to strike a balance between radical,
prophetic tendencies and a desire for continuity in the
Congregation's traditions.

The Visitors gave guidelines for individual and community reflection, for better dialogue and for spiritual renewal,
with the discernment it presupposes.
Because of its limited personnel, Spain needs the
support of other Provinces, especially for its formation
program, and already one or two confreres from elsewhere
have been assigned ·to help. The Province will have to
reflect further on its needs and possible solutions, clarifying
its common project and making specific requests.

Fr. Van Sonsbeek, R.I.P.
The sudden death, in Holland on 7 Dec.,
of Fr. Adrianus VAN SONSBEEK, former
General Assistant, caused deep sorrow in
the Congregation, and first of all at the
Generalate, where he was due to become
local Superior in June (cf. Spiritan News,
No. 31). He was widely known arid loved
for his ready smile, his attentiveness to the
needs of all and his respect for persons.
During his six years in the General Council
he had visited Holland, Douma, Bagamoyo,
Ethiopia, Senegal, Portugal, Cape Verde,
Germany and Central Africa (this last a
three-month visit).
Fr. VAN SONSBEEK's farewell to the
Chapter, 29 July 1980. We did not know
that he would really be leaving us so soon.

Jubilarlans
65 Years of Profession:
8 Jan.: Fr. lsalino Alves GOMES (Portugal).
60 Years of Profession:
27 March: Fr. Wilhelm MEUTHEN (Germany).
50 Years of Profession:
19 March: Brothers Ananias DENIS, Tharclsius WEAKER
(Holland) and Jeronimo SILVA GOMES (Portugal).
50 Years of Priesthood:
12 April: Frs. Franz BECKERS, Christian SCHMITZ and
August SIMONS (Germany).

Our Dead
30
26
2
7
7

Aug.:
Nov.:
Dec.:
Dec.:
Dec.:

Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Finian O'MAHONY (Ireland), 76.
Lucien ROZO (France), 74.
Petrus VAN NIES (Holland), 66.
Matthieu GRALL (France), 58.
Adrianus VAN SONSBEEK (Generalate), 54,
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